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Celebrating ONE
When you first commit your life to Jesus Christ, you are ready to put 100% into your
relationship with God. You’ve heard others struggle in their faith, but you’re
convinced that will never be you. Your faith is strong, and your love for God shows in
everything you say and do. But then a month goes by and things begin to change.
You get busy and you’re hit with difficult circumstances. The joy of your relationship
with God starts to fade. God doesn’t seem to be meeting your needs in the way you
thought He would. You don’t invest as much time in your relationship with God, and
over time you begin to drift apart. God’s design was that He would remain in you and
you would remain in Him (John 15:4). But at this point, you don’t feel very connected
to God. You are no longer Celebrating ONE.

When you first get married, you are ready to put 100% into your relationship with your
spouse. You’ve heard others struggle in their marriage, but you’re convinced that will
never be you. Your marriage is strong, and your love for your spouse shows in
everything you say and do. But then a month goes by and things begin to change.
You get busy and you’re hit with difficult circumstances. The joy of your relationship
with your spouse starts to fade. Your spouse doesn’t seem to be meeting your needs
in the way you thought he/she would. You don’t invest as much time in your
marriage, and over time you begin to drift apart. God’s design was that a man would
be united to his wife, and the two would become one flesh (Genesis 2:24). But at this
point, you don’t feel very connected to your spouse. You are no longer Celebrating
ONE.

For those of you who are married, you know marriage is filled with bumps in the road.
There are potholes of anger and harsh words, disagreements and shattered trust. We
come to church and act like everything’s OK, but in reality we struggle with areas of
pain and brokenness in our marriage. We continue to drive along the bumpy road,
hitting the potholes again and again, but we don’t take the time to service the car. Or,
fix the road.

We need to begin by turning our eyes back to Jesus. I would like to invite all couples
— seriously dating, engaged, newly married, or married for 50 years — to attend
GVBC’s “Celebrating ONE” Marriage Conference on Valentine’s Day weekend, Feb.
12 (7-9pm) and Feb. 13 (8:30am – 2:30pm). The conference is designed with
couples in mind, but if your spouse is unable to attend you can still sign up as an
individual. Cost is as follows:

 Full conference:  $35 per couple or $20 per individual (includes Sat. lunch)
 Friday only:  $10 per couple or $5 per individual
 Saturday only:  $30 per couple or $20 per individual (includes Sat. lunch)

Please go to gvbc.net/#/calendar to print out a registration form, and email me at
daniel@gvbc.net if you need a scholarship. Deadline to sign up is Sunday, Feb. 7 —
registrations after this date will be subject to a $10 late fee and will be accepted if
space permits. Please sign up right away!

The marriage conference will conclude on Saturday afternoon, but the celebration will
continue on Sunday!  On Valentine’s Day, February 14, we will be taking a 1-week
break from our series on the Beatitudes to focus on love — not romantic love, but
God’s unconditional love we are all called to demonstrate to each other, whether
married or single. It will be a special day of Celebrating ONE, our unity as the body of
Christ here at GVBC.

Please pray for this very important weekend!

His servant,
Daniel Matsuda
Associate Pastor, Marriage & Family
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY

BREAKFAST & MOVIE

Movie Title: War Room
The Women's Committee is hosting a morning movie event with breakfast
included. We will be showing the film, War Room.

When: Saturday, February 27

Time:  8:30 am - 11:30 am

Where:  Community Hall

Cost:  $5.00

The War Room is a powerful movie about prayer and how we need to be
prayer warriors while we live on this earth. Satan works to destroy lives and
families, BUT God says in James 5:16:

"Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for
one another, so that you may be healed. The effective
prayers of a righteous man can accomplish much."

The War Room encourages and challenges us to take this spiritual warfare
seriously and use God's powerful provision of prayer to claim God's victory in
our lives.

Registration begins February 7

Registration ends on February 21.

Please invite your friends. Everyone should see this movie.

MARRIAGE CONFERENCE:
CELEBATING ONE

Friday, February 12
7:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 13
8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Where: GVBC Rooms 218 & 219 (upstairs “red” rooms

Cost:  $35 per couple covers conference expenses including lunch for
two on Saturday.

Childcare: Childcare will be available on Friday night. Childcare on
Saturday* will be added if requests are made.

To register go to the Marriage Conference table in the Courtyard after
first service and in the Community Hall after second service.

*Please note a need for Saturday childcare on your registration.

See Pastor Daniel Matsuda’s article on page 1.
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YOUTH WINTER CAMP 2016
MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL

ABIDE
(John 15:1-18)

Friday, February 26
to

Sunday, February 28

Where: Oak Glen Christian Conference Center, 39364 Oak Glen Road, Yucaipa, CA
92399, (909) 797-2570, www.oakglen.org

Cost:  Early Bird $120 due by January 24
$125 between January 25 to February 14)

DEADLINE to register:  Sunday, February 7. NO REFUNDS!  After February 7,
registrations accepted only if space is available. NO registrations accepted after February
14.

Scholarships: Applications available from the church office or from Layne Wakuta.
Scholarship applications are due by Sunday, February 7 along with your completed camp
registration.

Transportation:  Bus (all students ride up and back on the bus. If you need to
make other arrangements, please indicate this on registration form).

What NOT to bring: Electronic devises such as iPods, Tablets, Nintendo DS,
etc.

What to bring: A sack dinner for Friday night (for eating on the bus), lots of
warm clothes (there may be snow), and non-skid shoes (there may be icy
walkways). Bring sleeping bag, towels, personal hygiene items, Bible,
notebook, pen, and flashlight. Please mark your belongings.

Drop off/pick up: Meet in front of GVBC on Friday, February 26 at 4:15 p.m.
The bus will return to GVBC on Sunday, February 28 between 1:00 and 2:00
p.m.

Registration forms have been sent out. If you did not get one, see any Youth
Leader or contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682, layne@gvbc.net.

CHILDREN’S WINTER CAMP

JUNIOR 4TH & 5TH GRADE

Safe Harbor
Friday, February 12

to
Sunday, February 14

Where: Forest Home (16 miles east of Redlands)

Cost $150 by January 25, $160 after January 25.Space extremely limited so register NOW!

Scholarships available. Call or email Sandy Tsukamoto at sandy@gvbc.net, or ext. 678.

Free transportation to and from camp.

To register contact your Sunday school teacher, Sandy Tsukamoto or the office.
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MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a prayer time for our
missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work. Please join us for prayer.
Information on our missionaries and mission projects will be provided. For any
questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church office. Open to all.

DAN LIM, INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, INC
“Thank you for being a part of our lives. Your prayers mean so much to us. We hope
to connect with each of you in the New Year and to hear about what God is doing in
your lives too,” write the Lim Family. It’s been a little over a year since the Lims
moved to Torrance. In November, they sold their Gardena townhouse. Their son,
three-year-old Theo is enjoying a new baby sister, Tesia, born last week.

A major development in Dan’s ministry was coordinating a program at his church
called EPIC: From Eden to Eternity. It is a 12-part series about God’s plan for the
world similar to a condensed Perspectives course. Once a month, Dan continues to
teach the Perspectives course (in English) at South Bay Alliance Christian Church. He
also taught the Perspective course at other local churches. Last year, International
Students, Inc. (Dan’s employer for the past nine years) sent him to the International
Students, Inc. Global Conference in India. It was Dan’s first trip to India. As a
Malaysian, it was a new experience to taste the hot, spicy food!

Dan’s Mission Support Team disbanded. Please prayer for the rebuilding of a new
team to help lead in prayer and financial support. Please pray for added financial
support as a number of the families who supported Dan’s ministry have had to
discontinue, due to various life events or they have decided to steward their finances
in more local ministries.

A NOTE FROM HOPE UNLIMITED, CORENNE & PHILIP SMITH, BRAZIL
On a daily basis, Hope Unlimited (HU) serves over 1,000 children and their families.
In the December issue, Vitor’s photo is featured at the top. “With your help, children
like Vitor are rescued from certain abuse and exploitation. Your partnership changes
a child’s life from the inside out and helps make God’s love a reality to every single
child,” write HU.

MRS. EGLA TINGSON/MAX & GRACE HUGHES, ASCO, PHILIPPINES
“Together with the ASCO family, we thank you for your faithful prayers and support for
the Lord’s work here in Kabankalan, Negros Is, Philippines,” write Egla, Max, and
Grace.

The Lord has blessed the ministry in major ways. Some of these praises are for 348
Fortress College students who made decisions for Christ and rededicated their lives;
Love gifts from ministry friends to share with ASCO pastors/workers and children’s
ministry; 167 newly baptized believers in 2015 in outreach churches; continued men
and women’s weekly Bible Studies; growing work among the T’boli tribe in Lake
Sebu; 12 newly baptized B’laan believers in the Saranggani outreach church pastored
by B’laan tribal chieftain; and continued good health for Egla (who is 91 years old),
Max, and Grace.

Please pray for God’s wisdom and patience as Fortress College is going through a
critical period in the mandated implementation of additional two years in its Basic
Education program.

Please pray for traveling mercies for circuit pastors and also for continued good
health for Egla, Max, and Grace as they lead this extensive ministry in the Philippines
(for those of you who might not know, Grace is the daughter of Egla Tingson).

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

Dan & Jessica (Jess) Lim with
Theophilus (Theo) Jeremiah
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
To the family of Chiyo Ogata who passed away on Thursday, January 14. The funeral service will
be held here at GVBC on Saturday, January 23. Interment will be held on Monday, January 25.
Pastor Steve Langley will officiate.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, Thank you so much for the beautiful flower display and for
letting us use the church for our dad’s [Dave Aoki] special funeral. Thank you also for all the
support, encouragement, and love you have shown our dad and family throughout the years. Have
a joy-filled and blessed New Year!  God Bless, The Aoki’s

Dear GVBC, James and I want to thank Masao Kushigemachi (Helping Hands Ministry) for his kind
ministry to us on Friday, January 15. He came to our house and cut the tops of our huge avocado
tree which extended into the cable and electrical lines. He also cut the limbs that reached onto our
roof.

Thank you so very much for his unique ministry to us as part of his Helping Hands Ministry service
which extends to seniors at GVBC. James (now 92 years old) can no longer do yardwork so we
truly appreciated Mas' hard work. Thank you so very much!!  Gratefully, Yuri and James Ogawa

GVBC Primetimers
T.V. TAPING AT SONY PICTURE STUDIOS

TUESDAY, MARCH 1

Departs: 10:45 a.m. from GVBC.
Cost: $104 per person (checks payable to GVBC with
“Jeopardy” in subject line). Price includes gratuity for the
driver.
Roundtrip transportation via deluxe motorcoach.
Lunch at George Petrelli’s Steak House in Culver City.
Afternoon taping of “Jeopardy” with Alex Trebek at Sony
Picture Studios. You can cheer on the contestants.
Reserve your space now.
DEADLINE for final payment is Monday, February 1.

Contact Richard and Keiko Imatomi via the church office.

2017 GVBC Primetimers
Honshu Highlights Japan Tour
March 28 — April 7, 2017

LAX Departure: Tuesday, March 28,
2017
LAX Arrival: Friday, April 07, 2017
Cost: $4,598 per person, double/triple
occupancy [checks payable to GVBC
with Japan tour in subject line]
Single Supplement add $720

Air Inclusive tour from Los Angeles
Round-Trip Airport Transfers in Japan
This fully escorted Honshu Highlights Japan Tour (used
to be called Japan Cherry Blossom Tour) takes you from
Kyoto to Kinkakuji to Tokyo Skytree to understand
Japanese history. On our way to Tokyo we will be making
numerous trips to other areas including Hiroshima
Miyajima, Kyoto, Kanazawa, Takayama, Shirakawago,
Shinshu Nagano, and Hakone. You will learn about
Japan's stunning natural, urban and cultural diversity. In 9
days, you will visit the beautiful, historic, and natural
wonders of central Honshu's seven prefectures. You will
stay at fine western-style hotels as well as a Japanese
Ryokan where you can experience onsen hot springs and
fantastic Japanese traditional cuisine.
“PAY-IN-FULL” by May 27, 2016 and receive 7%
discount. Discount also available for people on the
waiting list.
DEADLINE: Deposit of $200, the Tour Member’s
Agreement and Tour Application Form are due May 27,
2016.
Balance is due Dec. 27, 2016 ($4,398.00 double
occupancy per person / $5,118.00 single occupancy)

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the
Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit
their table in the Courtyard after the worship services.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

OASIS
Wednesday, 6:30 — 9:00 p.m., Room 218. OASIS is a
weekly Bible study taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda.

ROOTED (COLLEGE-AGE & YOUNG ADULT)
Sunday nights, 5:00 — 6:30 p.m., east side of the
Community Hall. ROOTED, a college-age [EPIC] and
young adults [YAM] ministry, gathering together for a time
of teaching and praising the Lord!  Questions can be
directed to Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net or Brad Toy,
brad@gvbc.net. NOTE: approximately once a month
ROOTED will meet for special events, such as on:

 Sunday, February 7 = YAM/EPIC Superbowl Party.

 ROOTED Camping Trip; YAM Men’s/Women’s
Hangout; EPIC canceled

WORK DAY
Saturday, February 6, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts and end with a delicious free lunch. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave when you
must.

CITY OF GARDENA APPRECIATION WEEK
Monday, February 8 to Thursday, February 11. Join with
our Neighborhood Committee and show your love and
appreciation for our City of Gardena employees by baking
cookies and/or writing encouraging cards. Please fill out
the pink flyer on the Narthex counter and put in the
offering bag, put in the black Response Box or contact the
church office. You will be contacted and will be given
instructions.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, February 13, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Concert by
Julie Lowe, classical pianist. Julie will also be giving her
testimony. Refreshments served in Room 201 after the
service. Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor
Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, February 15, Presidents Day Federal Holiday.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 20, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m., Room 113
(adjacent to the kitchen). We are starting a six-session
DVD series by Dr. Tony Evans titled "Kingdom Man."
Dr. Evans is the senior pastor at Oak Cliff Bible
Fellowship in Dallas, Texas. He is a bestselling author,
speaker and the team chaplain for the Dallas Cowboys
and Dallas Mavericks. The titles of the six sessions are:
Wanted: Kingdom Men; Greatness is Your Destiny;
Claiming Your Territory; The Life of a Kingdom Man; The
Home of a Kingdom Man; and The Influence of a Kingdom
Man. 6

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, February 21, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall.
Highlights of our Business Meeting are: 2016 church
vision, appreciate our out-going Board of Deacons
Members, and review our 2015 Annual Report. You
can bring your own lunch or we will be taking orders
soon to purchase your lunch. More info to follow.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, February 3 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, January 31.

Announcements

NEED PRAYER AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICES?
You can go to Room 158 after 1st service until 10:20 a.m. and Room 119 after 2nd
service until 12:20 p.m. If you would like prayer, your choice of a male or female
Board of Deacon member will be available to pray individually with you. This prayer
time is ongoing each Sunday after services.

2016 OFFERING ENVELOPES READY FOR PICK UP

Please save us postage by remembering to pick up your numbered
offering envelopes, available in the Narthex. If you do not have a
numbered box and would like one, please contact Wendy Nakano in
the church office, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net.

QUESTIONNAIRE FROM MAHALO:
HEALING AND RECOVERY MINISTRY

Just a reminder from our Pastoral Intern, Diane Ujiiye, to
complete the questionnaire and turn it in to the box located in
the Narthex. Diane and her team will be beginning a new
recovering ministry called MAHALO. More information to follow.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adults
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Series: The Beatitudes: The Path to Healing

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2016
Pastor James Chang
Blessed are Those Who Mourn: Help for Our Hurts

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Blessed are the Meek

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7/COMMUNION
Pastor James Chang
Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14/VALENTINE’S DAY
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Marriage & Family

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Blessed are the Merciful

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Pastor James Chang ~ Blessed are the Pure in Heart

WINTER
WORSHIP

SCHEDULE


